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After about three decades
in Montrose, Western Sky-
ways will be relocating to
Delta, the company and
Delta County’s economic
alliance announced Friday.

“I think it’s a real benefit
to Delta County,” said Greg
Pope, executive director of
One Delta County Economic
Alliance. “It’s exactly the type
of business we try to target,
not necessarily aviation, but
manufacturing. It’'s skilled
labor. They have internal
training programs, on the job
training, benefits and very
good wages. It’s a perfect fit,
I think, for Delta County and
the surrounding area.”

Western Skyways, which
provides piston engine ser-
vicing and other services
for general aviation, will be
moving into a commercial
building at 18436 F Road in
Delta. The company presi-
dent, Eric Barker, says that
building is essentially turn-
key, and that Western Sky-
ways intends to retain all
current employees.

Barker was not available
for a full interview Friday. In
an email, he indicated that
owning a facility is better
than leasing one, as Western
Skyways does in Montrose at
1 Creative Place, which abuts
Montrose Regional Airport
property.

The announcement from
One Delta County states
Western Skyway’s rent in
Montrose was its second
largest expense. In the
announcement, Barker said
the company has been con-
sidering Delta for years “due
to its favorable environment
for growth and expansion
and its strategic geographic
location for recruitment.”

He added: “Owning our
own building in Delta will
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decrease our overhead costs
and enable us to attract
skilled labor from a wider
region.”

The hope is to draw from
the labor pool from the Sur-
face Creek and North Fork
valleys, all the way into
Mesa County; Delta’s loca-
tion between Montrose and
Grand Junction was touted
as “an ideal choice” in Fri-
day’s announcement.

Western Skyways was
founded in the 1940s in Ore-
gon and came to Montrose
in 1994. The company now
employs 55 people, some of
whom have worked there for
as long as 30 years. Bark-
er, with other long-term
employees Don McArthur,
Ryan Dickerson and Tony
Bogart, purchased Western
Skyways from Al Head in
2019. The company reports
sales increases between 30
and 40%, post-COVID.

“Our employees are
the backbone of our suc-
cess,” Barker said, in the
announcement. “We believe
in investing in their best
interests because when we
support them, they, in turn,
support us. We provide good
pay and high-quality career
paths in the company.”

The F Road location is
on the southeast edge of
Garnet Mesa, about 5.5
miles from Blake Field Air-
port in Delta. The 6.25-acre
site boasts a heavy industri-
al facility in the form of a
20,245 square-foot building,
plus an 8,500 square-foot
concrete pad that will allow
for expansion in the future.

One Delta County has
been in touch with Western
Skyways for a few years and
talks ramped up once the F
Road property became avail-
able. Pope said no financial
incentives were provided to
facilitate the move.

Delta County is hopeful
of attracting manufactur-
ing jobs, including aviation,
because these tend to be
stable and higher-paying —
a boon in a county that in
recent years has shed mining
jobs and in 2014 also saw its
Meadow Gold milk-process-
ing center closed.

Pope is pleased to welcome
Western Skyways to the coun-
ty. “It’s a good, stable compa-
ny. We know who they are.
They’re established in the area
and do a great job,” he said.

A timeline for the move
hasn’t yet been announced.

Katharhynn Heidelberg
is the Montrose Daily Press
assistant editor and senior
writer. Follow her on Twitter,
@kathMDP,

Delta Gounty alternative
schools send off graduates

year’s commencement ceremonies.

Following the three traditional high schools’ commencement ceremonies last Sunday and Monday, Vision Char-

Grand Mesa Choice Academy (left) and Vision Charter Academy (right) send off their seniors in this

ter Academy and Grand Mesa Choice Academy sent off their graduates in their own fashion.
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A young man learns the rules of the road.

BY LUCAS VADER
Delta County Independent

Bikes coasted and instruction
was heavy at the first ever Delta
Police Department bike rodeo, a
free, casual yet educational event
in the parking lot of Bill Heddles
Recreation Center on Saturday,
May 18.

The event aimed get children
and teens on loaner bikes, get
them fitted for proper bike helmets
and teach bike safety and rules on
the road.

“The goal of our bike rodeo was
to educate kids on the importance
of seeing, being seen, and remain-
ing in control of their bike at all
times,” DPD Community Policing
Coordinator Mindy Brennan stat-
ed. “We were thrilled with the first
year turnout, and look forward to
making this an annual event to
increase bike safety awareness for
kids in our community.”

The parking lot rodeo includ-
ed low-level obstacle courses for
younger audiences and a road
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simulation complete with intersec-
tions and stop signs. There, youth
learned the proper way to ride on
the road and utilized turn signals.

The event’s sponsors were the
Nature Connection, Silent Country
Cycle & Ski, Safe Kids Colorado,
Tractor Supply, the Elks and Hell-
man Chevrolet and Powersports,
and Cedaredge FFA provided vol-
unteers to help manage the event.

Lucas Vader is the managing
editor of the Delta County Inde-
pendent.
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You value connection. Your friendships, old and new, are important to you. You care.

Stop by our Montrose or Delta locations to see what banking and social benefits
await you as a Pioneer Club Member. Members must be at least 60 years old.
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